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IAF January 2020 Newsletter Article
Emma Young Glass

For the month of October last year, a special solo exhibition was displayed at Urban Cow Studio in Adelaide. I am a glass blower working out of JamFactory whose debut show was titled ‘EYG’ to represent my growing career as ‘Emma Young Glass.’ Achieved with financial support from the Independent Arts Foundation, I filled the gallery with artwork that represented my developing glass practice, also including handmade prints and a mini-doco film. 
In particular, the IAF funding was used to develop a new body of work inspired by my recent travels to my grandparents’ birth-country of Malta. I experimented with new greens and browns purchased from a recently opened SA supplier of glass colour, Kugler Australia. The resulting ‘Prickly Pear’ and ‘Stone Wall’ glass installation resonated with audiences, regardless of their background.
‘EYG’ included iterations of my early career glass sculptures, ‘Frog Cake Keepsakes’ and ‘FruChoc Bowls,’ plus popular products which sell in stockists nation-wide: ‘Aussie Front Yard Flora Vases’ and ‘Penny Pinchers.’ I developed new pieces for my ‘Watermelon’ series, inspired by memories of eating the summer fruit at family barbecues over the years, including the wildly popular ‘Solid Watermelon Slice’ which made for a stunning poster piece. Many photos have been shared across my social media, @emmayoungglass.
I am appreciative to members of the Independent Arts Foundation who showed great enthusiasm in supporting my exhibition endeavour, not only providing monetary help, but attending the official opening night with sparkling eyes and warm smiles. A special thanks to Jen Dunstan for not only attending my artist talk, but also fostering a further connection for me with Trak Cinema. I am very grateful to feel the ongoing support from this wonderful community as our relationship continues into the future.
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